
 

 

HIGH STANDARDS         HIGH EXPECTATIONS      LEARNING THROUGH PARTNERSHIP IN THIS ISSUE 

Fitzalan High School Newsletter  

Ysgol Uwchradd Fitzalan Summer 2017  

LEARNING TOGETHER TO BE THE BEST THAT WE CAN BE 

Adroddiad Estyn 

Estyn Report by C Taylor 

IN THIS ISSUE 

It’s official!   
We are doubly excellent!!  
Estyn’s overall judgement on Fitzalan High 
School was: excellent for current 
performance and excellent for prospects 
for improvement.  
Well done everyone!  
We couldn’t have done it without pupils 
who have “outstandingly high levels of 
aspiration and ambition”; staff who “are 
exemplary role models”; leaders and 
managers who are “exceptional”  

Senedd Debate 

Fitzalan Performance  

On Tuesday 18th July, Fitzalan sixth form   
pupils participated in a debate ... 

Congratulations to Fitz8 (pronounced 
Fitzwyth) for a fantastic performance ... 

Llangrannog 

A number of pupils from Fitzalan spent a most 
enjoyable, fun-packed weekend, at the Urdd 
Centre ... 

and governors who have “expertise to 
support the school”.   
The Estyn report also found FHS to be 
“a highly inclusive and caring 
community” providing “outstanding 
support for pupils’ wellbeing, which 
contributes considerably to pupils’ high 
standards and strong spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development”.  
The report judged us as excellent in 
eight out of the ten indicators.  
 

Safonau ardderchog yn Fitzalan 

Excellent standards at Fitzalan by J Kemp 

Staff and pupils at Fitzalan High School are really pleased that both maths and English 

language GCSE results have increased again this year…………                      Turn to Page 2 
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Staff and pupils at Fitzalan High School 
are really pleased that both maths and 
English language GCSE results have  
increased again this year meaning that 
our level 2+ threshold position has re-
mained strong.  We are also delighted 
that almost 20% of our youngsters 
achieved 5 or more A*/A grades and will 
be eligible to join the SEREN network for 
this academic year.  

A Level results were also excellent with 
many pupils achieving places in their first 
choice universities.  

Notable successes were Louie Hext who 
achieved 3 A*s and 1 A and will now 
study Physics at Imperial College London.  
Mohamad Abo Alquassim was close be-
hind with 2 A*s and 2As and will also 
study Physics at Durham University.  

Anas Aboukoura secured an A* in maths, 
a year early along with 4 As in AS French, 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology.  Amin 
Pavaresharina, despite only entering the 
country 2 years ago, unable to speak Eng-
lish, achieved 3 A grades at AS securing 
almost full marks in his maths examina-
tions.  

There were many top achievers in the 
GCSE cohort which incuded Yousef Bakshi 
who secured the highest number with 14 
A* grades, an exceptional achievement.  

Jo Kemp, Assistant Headteacher said that, 
“These results, following our recent fan-
tastic double ‘Excellent’ Inspection report 
come as a true vindication of the efforts 
of both staff and pupils in managing the 
impact of all of the qualification changes 
imposed by Welsh government this year.  

Well done to all pupils and a big thank-
you to all staff for their continued hard 
work.”  

Safonau ardderchog yn Fitzalan 

Excellent standards at Fitzalan by J Kemp 
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Trafodaeth y Senedd 

Senedd Debate by S Greenaway 

On Tuesday 18th July, 
Fitzalan sixth form students 
participated in a debate in 
the Senedd building on 
responding to political 
populism in Wales and 
developing the Welsh public 
sphere. Students put 
questions to academics from 
Cardiff University, AMs 
Jeremy Miles (pictured) and 
Vikki Howells, and Youth 
Cymru CEO Helen Mary 
Jones. The students look 
forward to the next debates 
and raising political 
awareness in Wales. 

Fitzalan yn perfformio yng ngŵyl Tafwyl 

Fitzalan performance at the Tafwyl by R Morgan-Jones 

Congratulations to Fitz8 (pronounced 
Fitzwyth) for a fantastic performance at the 
Tafwyl on Llandaff Fields last weekend.  
Fitzalan High was one of five schools 
selected to become part of a project 
creating young, Welsh medium bands.  
Fitzalan musicians worked with three first 
language Welsh speakers to create a Welsh 
language Indie-pop song to perform at the 
Tafwyl.   

The musicians were so impressed with the 
pupils’ enthusiasm for the Welsh language 
and their creativity in music.  Fitzwyth are 
planning to continue working as a musical 
ensemble and they hope to write and 
perform more pieces in the future to 
promote bilingualism.  We hope that more 
projects like this might feature in school in 
the future and give our young people the 
chance to develop their language skills in 
the context of both contemporary music 
and authentic enjoyment.  We would like to 
say “da iawn a diolch i chi” to all involved.  
“Diolch eto” to Tara, Sian and Mei for 
coming in to work with our pupils. 
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Ffair Haf - PTA Summer Fayre  
by A Thomas 

Fitzalan High School PTA was thrilled to 
present the annual Summer Fayre on the 
afternoon of  Wednesday 12th July.  The 
afternoon also hosted the Cultural 
Celebration, which was well received by 
pupils, parents, visitors and staff alike.  
 
Luckily, the sunny weather helped pupils to 
sing, dance, listen to poems & 
presentations, rap in French, play games, 
balance on ultimate lemons, get faces 
painted from Project Spectrum, purchase 
plants, books, gifts, take part in bottle 
flipping, get henna tattoos, entertain the 
local neighbourhood with the ambulance 
and fire engine sirens, and watch Simon 
Sparkles the magician! Phew! 
 
The steel pans and on-stage performances 
were superb, as were the array of cultural 
food and displays in the drama hall.   A 
huge well done and thanks to the music 
dept. for the performances, the CAT team 
for the ELA displays, food, video and 
stands.  A special thanks to Mr. Punter who  
caused quite a stir with his hair cutting for 
charity.  It's not too late to donate if you 
would like to see him and make a 
contribution for his bravery.  Thanks to Mr. 
Jones for his sponge the teacher  

Simon Sparkles the magician 

Around the fayre 

event (at least £41 worth of sponging!), 
Rubylicious dancers led by our very own 
Vicky from catering, Miss Tyler for 
organising the food, and Miss Sims for the 
bear and sweet activity.   
 
A huge thanks must go to Andrea Sprudd, 
who has kept the PTA focussed and on 
track in the planning and she managed to 
obtain some great raffle prizes, ‘diolch’ 
also to the admin and estates teams who 
supported throughout, along with the 
parent members of the PTA.   1st Prize in  
the raffle, the 48” television, mini Ipad, 
Golf day, gift vouchers and many other 
prizes were won too. 
   
The PE department had a cracking time 
over at Gol with 12 teams taking part in 
the 5-a-Side football tournament.   
Mr. Rea rustled up some medals and a cup 
- all involved had a great time. 
 
The PTA is looking for greater parental 
involvement in events such as the 
Summer Fayre.  If you would like to get 
involved with the school’s PTA, please 
contact Andrea Sprudd on the following  
email address asp@fitzalan.cardiff.sch.uk 
or by phone on 02920 232850. 
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Thursday 13th July, saw the last 'Shwmae-Sumae 'get-together  of the academic year 
but the first of a number of fund-raising events, lined-up to raise money for the National 
Eisteddfod in Cardiff next year. As usual, staff enjoyed 'te, coffi, Bara Brith, Pice ar y 
Maen' (Welsh cakes)  but also took the opportunity of using their Welsh. A raffle raised 
£65, with Mr. L. Morgan,  Mrs. L. Henderson, Ms. Guta,  Mr. A. Waggett,                           

Mrs. Rh. Abrahams, Mrs.  B. Harrington and Miss. L. McHugh as lucky winners. We 
wished all staff and pupils 'gwyliau haf hapus' (a happy summer holiday), and looked 
forward to the next get-together (Friday 13th October), which marks the official 
'Shwmae-Sumae' day on 15th October. Hwyl am y tro! (Bye for now!) 

Shwmae-Sumae 
by E Walsh 



FITZALAN NEWSLETTER  CYLCHLYTHYR FITZALAN                                                                                                                                                              6 

Trip Daearyddiaeth Bl 7 – Parc Cenedlaethol Bannau 
Brycheiniog 
Year 7 Geography Trip – The Brecon Beacons National 

Park 
by S Draper 

Visitor Centre / 
Mountain Centre 
in Libanus, who 
spoke about visitor 
attractions, 
management and 
sustainable 
tourism.   

The pupils were then taken on a guided 
tour of the Mynydd Illtud Common by the 
Education Officers who talked to the 
pupils about the conservation of the 
landscape , including footpath erosion 

On Monday 20th March 2017, the 
Geography Department took a group of 
Year 7 pupils to the Brecon Beacons 
National Park to investigate the 
importance and management of National 
Parks.   

Year 7 have been studying ‘The town and 
countryside’ in their Geography lessons 
throughout the Spring Term, with an 
emphasis on urban and rural 
environments.  The pupils listened to a 
talk from Hayley Sharp, one of the 
Education Officers at the National Park 

and the protection of wildlife, including 
ground nesting larks.  The weather was 
far from ideal as it rained all day but the 
waterproof trousers, jackets and 
wellington boots certainly helped. 
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Llangrannog 2017 
by E Walsh 

Unwaith eto, treuliodd nifer o ddisgyblion 
benwythnos llawn hwyl a sbri, yng 
nghanolfan yr Urdd, Llangrannog, 
Gorllewin Cymru.  Manteisiodd 
ddisgyblion o Gyfnod Allweddol 3 (yn 
ogystal a grwp o ddisgyblion blwyddyn 
13) ar yr heulwen a'r amrywiaeth eang o 
weithgareddau, er mwyn ymarfer  
a datblygu eu sgiliau llafar yn Gymraeg 
hefyd. Rhoddwyd tystysgrifau i bawb, 
oedd yn cydnabod cyfraniad pob disgybl i 
lwyddiant y penwythnos. Yn barod, mae'r 
un disgyblion yn son am ddychwelyd eto'r 
flwyddyn nesa! 
 
A number of pupils from Fitzalan spent a 
most enjoyable, fun-packed weekend, at 
the Urdd Centre in Llangrannog, West 
Wales, once again. Pupils from Key Stage 
3 (along with a group of year 13 pupils) 
took advantage of the glorious sunshine 
and the wide variety of activities, to 
practise and develop their Welsh-
speaking skills too. Certificates were 
awarded to all in the group, recognising  
each pupil's contribution to the success of 
the weekend. Already, the same pupils 
are planning their return next year! 
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Key Dates & Events  
Dyddiadau a Digwyddiadau Allweddol 

 LEARNING TOGETHER TO BE THE BEST THAT WE CAN BE 

Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th September  2017 INSET DAYS 

Wednesday 6th  September Induction day for all year groups 

Thursday 17th  September  Year 11 Targeted Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 21st  September High Achievers Evening 

Thursday 28th September Open Evening 

Thursday 19th October Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 27th October INSET DAY 

Monday 30th - 3rd November 2017 HALF TERM 

Thursday 5th October Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday 16th November Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 28th  - Thursday 30th November School Production 

Friday 8th December Year 9 Careers Conference 

Monday 4th December Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening 

Wednesday 20th December Christmas Carol Concert 

Monday 25th Dec – Friday 5th  January 2018 Christmas Holidays 

Thursday 18th  January Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 8th  February Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 16th February INSET DAY 

Monday 19th  – Friday 23rd  February 2018 Half Term Holiday 

Friday 2nd  March KS3 & 5 Eisteddfod 

Year 11 Aiming Higher 

Year 10 Health and Wellbeing Conference 

Thursday 8th March Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 22nd  March Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 29th March Year 11 Careers Conference 

Friday 30th March – Friday 13th April 2018 Easter Holidays 

Monday 7th  May May Day Bank Holiday 

Monday 28th May – Friday 1st  June 2018 Half Term Holidays 

Wednesday 13th June Music Showcase Evening 

Monday 25th  June Year 6 Parents’ Information Evening 

Thursday 28th June Awards Evening 

Friday 6th  July INSET DAY 

Wednesday 11th  July Summer Fayre and Cultural Celebration 

Tuesday 24th July 2018 End of school term 


