Fitzalan A level Pupils Achieve Top Grades

Disgyblion Lefel A Fitzalan yn cyflawni
Record numbers of Fitzalan pupils gained
entry onto their first choice
university
courses this year after 99% of pupils
achieved at least one A* - E grade. All of
the students who took the Advanced
Welsh Baccalaureate were successful in
achieving the equivalent of an A grade by
passing this course.

The AS pupils also enjoyed success across
the board which augers very well for their
A2 prospects next year.
Well Done to all pupils and good luck at
University!

Wahida Begum has secured her place in
UWIC to study Biomedical Science by
gaining an A* in English Language, A
grades in Psychology and Business and
the Welsh Bacc. Ramiar Hassan has also
gained a place at Cardiff University
studying Law by achieving 4 A grades in
History,
Sociology, Government and
Politics and Religious Studies plus the
Welsh Bacc. Many other pupils also
secured A grades in at least two subjects.

Fitzalan Year 11 Pupils Achieve Best Ever Grades

Disgyblion Blwyddyn 11 Fitzalan yn cyflawni graddau
68% of Fitzalan High School pupils
achieved at least 5A* - C grades at GCSE
this year surpassing all previous standards
of achievement.
Every pupil in the cohort has left school
with at least 1 qualification.
Head teacher Mrs Cath Bradshaw and staff
are proud of all pupils who have achieved
this level of success, proving that the work
ethic evident leading up to and during the
exam period has paid off.
The results of the More Able and Talented
group also exceeded all expectations with 8
pupils gaining 10 or more A*- A grades and
17 pupils achieving at least 8 A* - A
grades. Sara Hussain and Hamna Saeed
achieved A grades in all 12 of their GCSE
subjects
This year, the hard work and
dedication of staff and pupils has
secured our best ever grades and we
are justifiably delighted with these
results.
Well Done Everybody!
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Vive la France...
Paris Trip

Taith Paris
At the end of May, 42 pupils
from years 7 to 9 and 4
teachers went on a weekend
trip to Paris, France. After a
very tiring journey, we
arrived at Parc Asterix to
spend the day on rollercoaster
rides, water rides, watching a
show and lots more! After
dinner and a peaceful night’s
sleep, the next day was spent
in Paris soaking up the sights
- The Eiffel Tower, Notre
Dame, The Louvre…. A great
time was had by all and we
can’t wait to do it all over
again!

On Friday 1st July a group of Year 8
pupils visited the Bullace Hill Living
History event. Bullace Hill is a farm that
has been taken back to the Tudor and
Stuart period and it is run by
archaeologists, historians and re-enactors.
It is open only one week a year for schools
to visit and they have the opportunity to
experience Tudor and Stuart life. As soon
as we arrived we were given a pike drill
and trained how to use a pike with the
threat of another Armada on its way. We
went on to learn about spinning wool and
pupils helped thatch a pig sty with
bracken. At the dye house the pupils learnt
how cloth was dyed and some of the
unpleasant ingredients used! We met the
shepherdesses, their sheep and some
horses and then the pupils went on to help
rake hay and pile it up to dry in the
meadow. In the farmhouse garden we
learnt about the herbs and vegetables that
were grown and in the kitchen we saw the
evening’s meal being prepared on an open
fire. We also had a try at churning butter
and watched bread being made in the
bakery. Our final visit was to the
saltpetre-man who showed us how
gunpowder is made and also demonstrated
his musket which was very loud! The
pupils thoroughly enjoyed their 16th and
17th century experience and are now fully
prepared to defend our shores from
another Armada!

Living History At Bullace Hill

Hanes Byw yn Bullace Hill
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Archaeology Club · Clwb Archeolegol
Last September the Fitzalan Archaeology
Club chose to study the Iron Age and they
began researching religion, weapons,
clothes, food, houses and art and culture.
As part of their project the club members
decided to investigate Iron Age hill forts
and use their findings to construct a model.
The model was made out of chicken wire,
papier mache, lollipop sticks, card and
straw. It was then carefully painted. The
pupils worked extremely hard and as well
as staying for club after school they worked
through lunchtimes to do their research and
complete their project. In February, the
club visited Lodge Hill near Caerleon to
explore the remains of a real Iron Age hill
fort. We climbed over the huge ramparts
and imagined what it would be like to be a
Roman attacking the hill fort and then we
investigated where the houses may have
been and had a think about how the gates
could have been defended. The club
members worked together to create a
PowerPoint presentation to accompany
their model and we then entered it into the
Welsh Heritage Initiative competition. The
judge visited school in May and the pupils
did a great job explaining to her about the
Iron Age and how we had researched and
built our hill fort. We were thrilled to hear
that our project won the Blodwen
Jarman prize for archaeology and
we were invited to Caerphilly Castle
in July to receive our award. The
Secretary of State for Wales was
present at the award ceremony. We
won £150 which we are
going to use to buy resources for
the club and fund this year’s
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project and we also received three years
membership of the Cambrian
Archaeological Society. Well done to
everyone involved!
Towards the end of the year we were very
privileged to have a visit from
archaeologists from Cardiff University and
they talked to the pupils about how they do
excavations and they showed us some
artefacts including Roman pots, flint tools
and swords
We have already started planning
our project for this year and we
are
planning to research the
Romans so that we can lead on
from our Iron Age
investigations.
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Bike It! ·Beiciwch Hi!
This has been a great year for year 7. The
whole group has taken on board the
importance of healthy living not only by
changing their diet but undertaking cycle
opportunities throughout the year. The
whole year group completed 3 days of Bike
It activities at the beginning of the year
which then led to 45 pupils completing their
proficiency tests. Those really talented
cyclists attended BMX training at Maindy
Stadium and then formed a Bike It Crew
who helped circulate important information
throughout the year group. The event
culminated in final presentations to Dylan
Smith and Louis Hext who have taken on
the challenge to cycle to school daily. Top
Champion was Evan Clever who hasn't
missed a day cycling in all weather. Best
newcomer Domink Skopko was awarded a
waterproof jacket. Well done to all and
keep cycling!

Anti-Litter Campaign

Ymgyrch Gwrth Sbwriel
Anti-Litter Campaign Summer
2011 saw Fitzalan tackling the
litter bugs. The campaign
started with the arrival of new
litter bins to augment the
existing ones. Assemblies for
all year groups drew pupils'
attention to the issue as did
lunchtime visits from Keep
Wales Tidy. Litter monitors
have helped to keep the school
site looking good at
lunchtimes too.
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Skills Week

Wythnos Sgiliau
Fitzalan's 3rd annual Skills Week was the best yet! Normal lessons were suspended to allow pupils to develop
their skills outside the classroom. Pupils opted for a range of activities including mural painting, photography,
craft workshops, sailing, horse-riding and even paint-balling. The week provided opportunities for pupils to
work with others, to improve their own learning and performance and to problem solve. Planning for Skills
Week 2012 has already started: we look forward to it.
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Charity Committee · Pwyllgor Elusenau
The school year 2010-2011 was a very
busy one for the Charity Committee in
Fitzalan.
After hearing about the devastating
floods in Pakistan during the summer of
2010, many pupils were very keen to try
and raise some money to help in the
very desperate situation. We carried out
some emergency collections of money
where pupils generously donated spare
change during lunchtime and on
Wednesday 29th September the Charity
Committee held a cake sale. In total we
were able to send off £300.
Throughout November the Charity
Committee led assemblies talking about
remembrance and also explaining the
symbolism of poppies and the two
minute silence on Armistice Day.
Poppies were sold and on Tuesday 9th
November a group of pupils visited the
Welsh National War Memorial in

Cardiff to lay a poppy wreath. As a
school we also observed the minutes
silence at 11am on the 11th November.
On Friday 19th November the Fitzalan
Charity Committee, staff and other
pupils organised a series of events to
raise money for Children in Need. A
cake sale was held at breaktime and a
very impressive number of cakes were
donated, some of them spotty and
Pudsey themed. At lunchtime a ‘Mini
Fete’ was held with stalls and activities
run by staff and pupils. There were lots
of competitions such as a ‘Find the
Treasure’, ‘Name the teddy bear’, Welsh
Quiz, a Pudsey made out of coins,
Treasure Hunt, Basketball Shoot,
‘Knock down the cups’, Dingbats Quiz,
‘Guess the number of sweets in the jar’,

Human Fruit Machine, ‘Knock down
the soft toy’, ‘Pin the bandana on
Pudsey’, snacks and cake stalls and a
raffle. 6th formers also
organised a number of
activities including a
Staff v Students
‘Dodgeball’ game. In
total we managed to
send off £450 to
Children in Need.
In November we were
also able to send off a
fantastic 70 shoeboxes
for the Operation
Christmas Appeal. The
boxes are filled with
small toys, crayons and drawing pads,
sweets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap
and small items of clothing such as
gloves and hats. The Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes were
distributed in Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Bosnia, Kenya, Kosova,
K yr g yz s t a n , L i b e r i a ,
Montenegro, Mozambique,
Romania,
Serbia,
Swaziland, Ukraine and
Zimbabwe.
In March there were a
number of events held to
raise money for Comic
Relief. The Charity
Committee held a
successful cake sale and at
lunchtime we held
Fitzalan’s Got Talent. Five acts
performed, the ‘Shapez’ dance group,
Eleanor and Lyn singing, ‘Teachers
Street Dance’, Miss Holmes and Miss
Francis singing and ‘Faces of Fitzalan’.
There were a few other events that
raised money for Comic Relief during
the week. The Maths Department had a
‘PI Day’ quiz, Miss Parfitt’s class paid
to be able to listen to the radio and there
were even rumours of another teacher
singing for money! In total we raised
an amazing £300 for Comic Relief.
On Thursday 14th April we held a fete
to celebrate the wedding of HRH Prince
William and Miss Catherine Middleton.
The Drama Studio was bedecked with
Union Flag and Welsh Flag ,

bunting. There were a number of stalls
including ‘Guess the name of the corgis’
‘Knock down the cups’, ‘Human fruit

machine’, ‘Name the fictional royalty’,
‘Basketball shots’, ‘Guess the sweets in
the jar’, ‘Knock down the soft toys’,
‘Guess the name of the teddy bear’,
‘Find the mystery objects’ and ‘Sing
Star’. There were also stalls selling
sweets and royal cakes. There was a
great atmosphere and we raised £80
which was sent to Centrepoint, the
homeless charity with which Prince
William is involved. The Fitzalan
Charity Committee wrote to Prince
William to tell him about the fete and we
even received a reply!
The Charity Committee decided to end
the school year by supporting the Mary’s
Meals Backpack Project. We raised
money with another cake sale and there
were donations that meant we were able
to send off 16 filled rucksacks.
The rucksacks were sent off to support
children who have suffered war, poverty,
famine, or natural disaster. The
backpacks with educational materials
will help the children get an education
which will hopefully see them escape
from poverty in later life. A number of
staff and pupils also arranged an
emergency fundraiser just before the end
of term to raise money for the DEC
appeal for the drought stricken areas of
East Africa. With a cake sale and
donations of money we were able to
send off £300.
Thank you to everyone who supported
the fundraising through 2010-2011. As
you can see staff and pupils put a lot of
work and effort into raising a
considerable amount of money for
charity and this is something that Fitzalan does very well.
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Music Department · Adran Gerdd
Another busy and vibrant year awaits the Music Department. Our first performance for our musicians will be in
November on BBC Wales for Children in Need. 50 of our best singers between Yr 11 and 14 will be singing in a
200-strong choir, conducted by Gareth Malone. Men Aloud will also be singing with the choir. At the end of
November, come to see the Drama Department’s performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Our instrumenists
will be playing the incidental music for this. At Christmas we will have our usual music concert being performed in
the main hall on the stage, which will include choir, chamber choir, soloists and ensembles. In February there will
be a Community percussion day and a Community Steel pans day also. In July there will be a summer transition
concert.
If anyone is interested in the television appearance for Children in Need, please come to the Music Department to
see either Mrs Morgan-Jones or Miss Holmes.
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Drama Production

Cynhyrchiad Drama
Last year’s Music and Drama Production of Grease was a
resounding success. Senior student Ashley Lister wowed
audiences as Danny while Lynn Seehasuth was an engaging
Sandy. There were strong supporting performances
particularly from Joe Tod, Eleanor Judd and Cerys Hodgson
as Kenickie, Marty and Patty respectively; and some show
stopping numbers, especially Beauty School Drop-Out
performed by Tom Nolloth and Sandra Dee performed by
Alisha Gibson.

A MidBy William Shakespeare

The chorus was made up of pupils from all year groups and
proved to be energetic and loud! Another star-turn was
provided by the car, an old Reliant Robin suitably adapted and
painted, and loaned by kind permission from Bishop Gore
School in Swansea.
The music was directed by Mrs Morgan-Jones, Miss Holmes
and Miss Hendrickson from the music department, and once
more we were indebted to many other members of the staff
who contributed back stage.
The music department are providing incidental music for this
year’s Shakespearean production A Midsummer Night’s
Dream to be performed in November in Upper School Hall tickets on sale soon!

For performance
Upper School Hall
29th, 30th
November & 1st
December 2011
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Welsh Baccalaureate

Bagloriaeth Cymreig
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The pupils of Fitzalan have achieved
great success this year with regards to the
Welsh Baccalaureate. 97% of pupils
achieved the Advanced Diploma, the
equivalent to an A grade at A Level, in the
Summer of 2011. This enabled many of
the pupils to secure their place at their
chosen University whilst developing their
learning in a fun and successful way.
Pupils have completed many activities to
develop themselves as individuals. These
include raising money for local charities
and supporting school mentoring
activities, whilst learning more about their
local area, Wales, Europe and the World.
Another family in Sri Lanka, still
suffering from the 2004 tsunami, are able
to have clean water pumped to their home
thanks to the 6th form.
A successful event was the retirement
function for Rhodri Morgan AM, held at
the school, in which the Welsh Bacc
pupils supported by offering assistance to
the guests. Other pupils have worked with
South Wales Fire Service on a charity car
wash. Pupils have learnt to work together
and do something for others. Mark
Drakeford AM was quizzed by the pupils
on topics such as new Assembly powers
and the position of the Welsh language, on
a visit to the Senedd.
Pupils have shown through the
qualification that they have the
determination to succeed and have taken
every opportunity to complete the tasks as
offered to them. Pupils walked up Pen y
Fan, completing a survey of Welsh place
names and topographical features as they
did so, showing that they have the
determination to succeed not only in their
academic studies but also by the
extra-curricular opportunities that the
Welsh Bacc offers them in preparation for
their future.
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Royal Wedding Celebrations

Dathliadau Priodas Brenhinol

On Thursday 14th April we held a fete to
celebrate the wedding of HRH Prince
William and Miss Catherine Middleton.
The Drama Studio was bedecked with
Union Flag and Welsh Flag bunting. There
were a number of stalls including ‘Guess
the name of the corgis’, ‘Knock down the
cups’, ‘Human fruit machine’, ‘Name the

fictional royalty’, ‘Basketball shots’,
‘Guess the sweets in the jar’, ‘Knock down
the soft toys’, ‘Guess the name of the teddy
bear’, ‘Find the mystery objects’ and ‘Sing
Star’. There were also stalls selling sweets
and royal cakes. pupils that came along to
support it. Lots of pupils came to take part
and there was a wonderful atmosphere with
people enjoying having a go at the different
activities. We raised £80 which is going to
be sent to Centrepoint, the homeless charity
with which Prince William is involved. The
Fitzalan Charity Committee have also
written to Prince William to tell him how
we have celebrated his forthcoming
wedding and where we have donated the
money raised. Thank you to all of the staff
that helped with the fete and to all of the
pupils that came along to support it.

Last Leg of the Comenius Project

Y Rhan Ddiwethaf o Broject Comenius
On 6th April 2011, 4 pupils represented the
school in Arnhem, in the Netherlands on
the follow up to the roving exhibition
which began in Fitzalan in February 2011.
Pupils exhibited the work of the three
schools in Arentheem College, Thomas y
Kempis, one of our partner schools.
On 17th May, pupils represented the school
in Riedlingen in Germany for the ultimate
exhibition of the pupils’ work where the
Sparkasse Bank kindly hosted the event for
our partner school in Germany,
Geschwister Real Schule.
During the time of the project, pupils found
out about customs in different countries as
well as the origins of pupils’ families.
Pupils experienced many exciting
opportunities during the project; Zip
wiring, bowling, cooking, cycling, white
water rafting and sightseeing just to name a
few.
Thank you to Ellie Nicholas, Rebecca
Shortis, Lauren Dyer, Tyra Gorrigan,
Shafia Hashimi, Sara Junaid, Hillman and
Nuha Mohammad and Gabriella Croituru
for their contribution to the project.
Thank you also to Mrs J Rees, Miss J
Holland-Lloyd, Miss Van Utterbeeck, Miss
Francis and our COMENIUS Partners
Janine Wijn, Konrad Kopf and Werner
Rieber for making this experience unique.
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Pupil Voice speaks about Ramadan

Llais y Disgybl yn siarad am Ramadam
The summer holidays are on their way – and
so is Ramadan. A group of Year 7 pupils
volunteered to prepare an assembly so that the
rest of their year group knows what is involved
in this special month of the Muslim calendar.
Not only did they prepare a power point, they
also presented it. Members of the Religious &
Social Studies department were so impressed
with the presentation that it is going to be used
before the end of term with other year groups.
Well done, girls!
If any other pupils would like to help prepare
an assembly, please see Mr Williams.

AS/A Level Art Exhibition

Arddangosfa Celf lefel UG/A
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These are images of this year's AS and A level Art
exhibition. The examiner commented on how well the
display was presented and was impressed with the
variety of work. The exhibition featured paintings,
sculpture, printmaking, ceramics, batik and
photography.
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Royal Opening of the Assembly

Agoriad Brenhinol y Cynulliad
Fitzalan were invited by the National Assembly to attend the Fourth Royal Opening of the Welsh Assembly on Tuesday 7th June 2011. A group of Fitzalan Pupils accompanied by Mrs C James (Assistant Head) and Mr A Smith
(History teacher) attended. Pupils chosen were those who were considered to have contributed significantly to Fitzalan
over the academic year. It was a memorable day with military bands, processions and ceremony. Hannah Beare presented the Queen with a bouquet and was rewarded with a few words. Pupils met the Duke of Edinburgh and Prince
Charles. The Duchess of Cornwall also attended the event. Finally we listened to a special performance by the Royal
Harpist. Truly a ‘Special Day’
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Regional Kayaking Competition

Cystadleuaeth Rhanbarthol Caiacio
Fitzalan pupils are to be commended on
their performance at the S. Wales regional
kayaking competition on Saturday, held at
Llanelli. All pupils made it to at least one
final, several to more than one. Otis Lloyd
and Joe Todd defended their double canoe
and double kayak titles, and did not lose a
race in the three years that they have taken
part, the same applies to the raft race where
we held on to our previous titles as
champions. The school made it through to
the welsh finals to be held in North Wales
in the autumn.

Sports Day

Dydd Mabolgampau

Sports Day

Dydd Mabolgampau
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