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Lansiad Rhwydwaith Seren   

Seren Network Launch 
by J Kemp 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Nine Fitzalan Year 12 pupils were amongst 
'Cardiff's brightest students' at the Seren 
Network launch at Cardiff City Stadium on 
Monday 26th September. 
 
They will now have the opportunity to 
attend a variety of workshops and      
'super-curricular' events as they consider 
their future goals and university              
aspirations. Working with like-minded 
pupils they will be able to visit prestigious 
universities and engage with leading    
academics who can offer advice and      
support during their A-level studies.  

High Achievers 

Geography Field Trip 

More than 120 people gathered at Fitzalan to 
celebrate the academic success of our Years 
10, 11 , 12 and 13 students. 

On Thursday 14th July 2016 the Year 10 GCSE 

Geography learners carried out their Fieldwork 

Enquiry at the Cold Knap Beach in Barry. 

Living History 
On Thursday 29th September, Chris Coode, a 

First World War Living History reenactor,   

visited year 9 students at Fitzalan High School.   

Seren Network Launch in Cardiff 
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Noson uwch gyflawnwyr 

High Achievers' Evening 
by J Kemp 

More than 120 people gathered at     
Fitzalan last week to celebrate the        
academic success of our Years 10, 11 , 12 
and 13 students. 

All students were recognised for their         
contribution to the school’s record-
breaking set of results in 2016. 

Councillors Susan Elsmore and Ramesh 
Patel, great supporters of our school, 
presented students with their awards, 
along with Graham Browne, our PiXL 
Associate. 

A special award was made by Mrs        
Madeleine Bidder from the Worshipful 
Livery of Wales to Tabassum Khatun, who 
will now begin a    Psychology degree at 
Cardiff University. 

The outstanding students of the year 
were Yousuf Bakshi (Year 10), Anas   
Aboukoura (Year 11), Louie Hext and Abo 
Alquassim   Mohamad (Year 12) and Jack 
Cicero (Year 13). 

We wish all of our students the very best 
with their continuing studies.  

Disgyblion Fitzalan yn creu hanes 

Fitzalan Pupils Make History 
by E Bailey 

We are very proud of our Year 11 pupils                         
who sat the Additional Mathematics            
qualification this year. It is the first time 
we have held the examination which pro-
vides a bridge to A level Mathematics.  

We secured outstanding results with 57% 
achieving Distinction and an impressive 
100% pass rate. Congratulations to all the 
pupils 
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Ymholiad Gwaith Maes TGAU 

mewn Daearyddiaeth Bl 10 

Year 10 GCSE Geography 

Fieldwork Enquiry 

by S Draper 

On Thursday 14th July  the Year 10 GCSE 
Geography learners carried out their      
Fieldwork Enquiry at the Cold Knap Beach in 
Barry, which will contribute 10% to their 
final GCSE qualification.   

The learners were presented with a           
hypothesis and had to investigate whether 
sediment size increases with distance from 
sea. The learners used a range of fieldwork 
equipment including callipers, clinometers, 
measuring tapes, quadrats and ranging 
poles to collect and record beach profile 
measurements, to include width and        
gradient. Sediment size including width and 
length was measured and appropriate    
sampling techniques were selected. 
Sediment shape was also recorded using 
Power’s scale of roundness chart and radius 
calculated using Cailleux roundness 
index. Field sketches were also taken to 
clearly identify the geomorphological  
features, including the storm beach and 
berms. 

ON THE BEACH 

TAKING MEASUREMENTS 
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On Friday 1st July, Mrs Bird and Mr  Punter 
took a group of 14 Year 11 students to a   
university taster day at Bristol University. 
The students were shown around the    
campus by current undergraduates and 
attended a talk about writing effective   
personal statements. In the afternoon, the 
students attended lectures in subjects  
ranging from the colour of dinosaur     
feathers to the 2008 banking crisis. The 
students represented Fitzalan to the     
highest standard and were enthusiastic 
about seeing what university life is like.  

 

Prifysgol Bryste 

Bristol University 
by H Bird 

Over the last few months pupils have been attending extra-
curricular activities with the art department painting a bright 
and colourful mural for the maths department all from their 
own original designs. 

Mrs Sims Head of Art and Mrs Morris Head of Maths are both 
delighted with the outcome.  

“Our maths corridor is now a bright and  lively space that excites 
pupils as they travel towards their mathematical missions”. Miss   
Morris 

“A number of pupils have worked very hard to achieve a fantas-
tic mural for the maths department, from original concept to 
the    completed design, all their own work” . 

Here are just 

three of the 

number of pupils 

who have en-

joyed the experi-

ence and chal-

lenge of com-

pleting such a 

big  project. 

Celf – Murlun mathemateg 
Art - Maths Mural  
by D Sims 
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On Friday 30th September a group of 
twenty pupils and four hardy staff spent 
part of the night in the Fitzalan First 
World War replica trench. For this       
challenge they were sponsored to raise 
money for the Fitzalan Family Fund, 
which exists so that we can help in some 
small way pupils and their families who 
are in need.  As part of the evening we 
investigated life in the First World War  
trenches by looking at artefacts and  

reading accounts from the time, we tasted 
food that would have been available to the 
soldiers and sang some First World War 
songs. The sleepover was fun but the pu-
pils and staff also got a better insight into 
what life was like in the trenches.  Sponsor 
money is still being  collected but we have 
already raised over £500. 

Cysgu dan y sêr noddedig mewn ffos Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf  

Sponsored First World War Trench Sleepover 
by A Smith 

handling the artefacts, listening to the 
presentation and asking questions at the 
end. One pupil commented that, “I really 
enjoyed learning how much a soldier 
would have to prepare and what they had 
to wear. The fact that what they wore all 
had a massive meaning and purpose was 
an eye-opening experience.” Another 
said that, “It felt as if I was in the trenches 
with the soldiers as I could imagine the 
things that happened.” 

 

Hanes Byw Rhyfel Byd 

First World War Living History 
by A Smith 

On Thursday 29th September, Chris 
Coode, a First World War Living History 
reenactor, visited year 9 students at   
Fitzalan High School. He led sessions in 
the History Department’s replica First 
World War trench as part of the ‘Three 
Centuries of Change’ unit that year 9    
students study. He spoke to pupils in a full 
First World War soldier’s uniform, and 
brought a range of weapons and items 
from the  trenches to give a real insight 
into trench life.  He also presented         
artefacts from the Home Front and     
women’s history to show how these two 
aspects of life developed as the war      
progressed.  Pupils really enjoyed          
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Fitzalan staff and pupils are again           
delighted with the results achieved at A 
Level this year. Over 96% of pupils 
achieved 2 or more A*-E grades with 65% 
achieving 2 or more A*-C. 
Notably Jack Cicero secured 3 A*’s in 
Maths, Further Maths and Physics and will 
stay at Fitzalan for a further year            
supporting pupils in the maths                 
department, while he makes his decision 
about a future university pathway. 
Raihan Azad also completed his Maths A 
Level in one year gaining an A* in the  
process and will now study Chemistry at 
Bristol University. 
One pupil Anas Aboukoura who will      
collect his GCSE results next week, also 
achieved an early A grade in A Level 
Maths. 

AS results were also pleasing with a    
number of pupils securing A grades in all 
subjects and staff are particularly proud of 
AS pupil Arafa Dafalla who despite having 
to cope with being severely visually      
impaired, gained fantastic A grades in 
Psychology and RS AS and a Distinction* 
in Science. Arafa clearly does not let     
anything hold her back and we are all          
delighted with her achievements. 
Jo Kemp, Assistant Headteacher said that 
pupils have again worked so hard to 
achieve these results and she would like 
to thank all staff involved for their         
continual efforts and to wish all of our 
Year 13 leavers good luck for their next 
steps. 

Canlyniadau 

Arholiadau 

Lefel A  

A Level  
Exam results 
by M Tidman 

Trip yr adran Sbaeneg i  

Barcelona  

Spanish Trip to Barcelona 
by A Williams 

Barcelona’s own castle, the Park Güell 
and the phenomenal Sagrada Familia. 
Day 3 was many of the pupils’ favourite, 
as we went to Port Aventura theme park. 
We went on many rides and Joe       
Hutchings of Year 7 was invited to dance 
on stage with Hawaiian  dancers. Finally, 
on day 4 we travelled on the                   
underground trains to Camp Nou, then 
finally to Barcelona airport to travel back 
home after an amazing holiday.  

Written by Heather Spillane, Year 7 
“I enjoyed all the activities, using      
different currency and experiencing 
Spanish  culture.” (Iqra Akhtar, Year 9) 

From the 17th to the 20th of July 14 KS3 
pupils embarked on an adventure of a  
lifetime in  Barcelona, Spain. On day 1 we 
left Fitzalan at 01:00am Sunday morning 
(!), to travel to Heathrow airport. The 
flight was 2 hours long and was enjoyed by 
all pupils. “It was my first time flying and I 
LOVED it! It was really fun and I couldn’t 
wait for my next plane jouney!” (Hanaa 
Mohammed, Year 7).  
Once arrived at our hotel we explored Las 
Ramblas and enjoyed a hot afternoon on 
the beach  before a meal at the Cosmos 
restaurant. On day 2 we did lots of walking 
(12.68km to be exact). We went to         

“I loved the Sagrada Familia because of 
how grand it was, and Port Aventura 
was fab because we had so much fun. 
Overall I loved the trip so much and I did 
learn a lot of   useful Spanish phrases as 
well.” (Joe    Hutchings, Year 7) 
“I enjoyed trying new food, the 
views,and going to new places.” (Caitlin 
Smith, Year 7) 
 “I enjoyed meeting new people, trying 

new food, seeing Barcelona at day and 

night and taking pictures.” (Fiza 

Naeem, Year 7) 
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Gweithdy 
Cyflogadwyedd 

Deloittes 

Deloittes  
Employability  
Workshop 
by J Kemp 

As part of our Higher Education Week 
2016, approximately 80 students took 
part in an Employability Workshop      
organised by the multinational company 
Deloittes. 
Students were encouraged to think about 
potential career paths, self-development, 
CV writing and interview skills. 
All students then had an opportunity to     
practise what they had learnt in a mock     
interview situation and found the          
experience extremely useful. 
We would very much like to thank all of 
the Deloittes staff for their contribution 
to such a valuable day. 

On Thursday 20th October Mrs Bird and 
Mrs Owen’s year 11 mentoring groups 
were treated to a delicious celebration 
breakfast provided by our canteen staff. 
The breakfast was organised to recognise 
the effort the   students have put in so far 
this year and to thank Mrs Morris, Mr 
Doonan and Jack Cicero for the maths 
intervention sessions they have been  
running during morning registration. The 
students have made good progress so far 
this year and, together with the revision  
sessions taking place in half term, we are 
all feeling optimistic about the students 
achieving their potential in the maths 
exams next month 

Grwpiau mentora Bl 11  

Year 11 mentoring groups 
by W Owen 
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Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September INSET DAYS 
Monday 5th September Induction day for all year groups 
Thursday 8th September Year 11 Targeted Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 22nd September High Achievers Evening 
Thursday 29th September Sports Excellence Evening 
Thursday 6th October Open Evening 
Thursday 13th October Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 21st October INSET DAY 
Monday 24TH – Friday 28TH October HALF TERM 
Thursday 10th November Sixth Form Open Evening 
Thursday 24th November Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening 
Friday 2nd December Year 9 Careers Conference 
Monday 5th December Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening 
Wednesday 14th December Christmas Carol Concert 
Monday 19th – Monday 2nd January 2017 Christmas Holidays 
Thursday 26th January Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 9th February Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Friday 17th February INSET DAY 
Monday 20th – Friday 24th February Half Term Holiday 
Friday 3rd March KS3 & 5 Eisteddfod Year 11 Aiming Higher Year 10 

Health and Wellbeing Conference 

Thursday 9th March Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 30th March Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 6th April Year 11 Careers Conference 
Friday 7th April INSET DAY 
Monday 10th – Friday 21st April Easter Holidays 
Monday 1st May Spring Bank Holiday 
Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June Half Term Holidays 
Wednesday 14th June Music Showcase Evening 
Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th June Year 6 Parents’ Information Evening 
Thursday 29th June Awards Evening 
Friday 7th July INSET DAY 
Wednesday 12th July Summer Fayre and Cultural Celebration 
Friday 20th July End of school term 

Fitzalan High School 
Lawrenny Avenue 

Cardiff  
CF11 8XB  

029 2023  2850 
www.fitzalan.cardiff.sch.uk 
fitzalanhigh@cardiff.gov.uk 

Key Dates & Events  
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