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Sixth former Joseph Mordey has been working voluntarily at the Cancer Research UK shop in Canton and at the beginning of the 
Autumn Term he approached the Charity Committee to ask if Fitzalan High School would consider fundraising for Stand Up To Can-
cer.  The Charity Committee pupils were very enthusiastic and on 17th October we held a non-uniform day and sold Stand  Up To 
Cancer bands and ribbons.  We raised an amazing £1305.14!  A huge thank you to all staff and pupils for their donations and support. 

 Sefwch yn erbyn Cancr               Stand Up To Cancer 

Paniau Dur Fitzalan       Fitzalan Steel Pans 
Congratulations to the Fitzalan steel pan per-
formers who recently played again for the Open-
ing Ceremony of the Gemau Cymru. Fitzalan's 
Grwp Rhiannon, made up of nine year 8 pupils, 
kick started the Ceremony with their rousing 
pieces in front of many local primary and sec-
ondary school pupils. Spectators came to see the 
variety of talented choirs, dancers and musicians 
as they performed at the prestigious Millennium 
Centre. The girls played a number of pieces in-
cluding a Welsh medley of well-known nursery 
rhymes, "Happy", "Kingston Town", "Marry 
Me" amongst other popular songs. Well done to 
Holly Pickersgill, Kasey Darney, Molly Shen-
stone, Caitlin Dacey, Joanna Parry, Chloe Lew-
is, Louhi Jenkins, Ellie Uphill and Alice Wil-
liams for representing the school with such an 
impressive performance.  
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Yn Dathlu llwyddiant Academaidd yn Fitzalan        
Celebrating Academic Success at Fitzalan High 

The Headteacher and staff at Fitzalan High School were delighted to welcome Mrs Julia Magill, Cabinet Minister for Education & 
Skills and Miss Sinead Gallagher, Oxbridge Outreach and Assistant to the Oxbridge Ambassador for Wales, to their Academic Excel-
lence Evening last week. 
Pupils from last year’s Yr 9 through to those leaving school to embark on degree courses were all recognised for their excellent aca-
demic achievements. The outstanding student in year 13 was Mohamed Eghleilib who will now take up a place at Pembroke College, 
Oxford University to study medicine, following his success in securing 4 A* grades at A Level. The Year 12 top achiever was Connie 
Wu who secured 4 A grades at AS despite only starting to learn English in 2010. Over 30 students received recognition for their hard 
work and commitment shown during the year. Staff and parents were all justifiably proud of their achievements. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bwrsariaeth i Jodie      A Welcome Bursary for Jodie 

We were delighted to welcome Dr Kathy Seddon to school recently to make a presentation to one of our students who completed her A 
Levels in June and has just taken up a place at Cardiff University to study for a degree in Psychology. Jodie Irwin made a successful 
application to the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales, a group of people who make charitable donations into specific guilds that are 
then used to support the academic progress of young people in Wales.               
Jodie, as the first person in her family to attend university, is very much looking forward to the experience and was delighted to receive 
a cheque for £250 to support her studies. 

 

Romeo a Juliet      
Romeo and Juliet 
Yr 10 attended a trip to see Romeo and Juliet at 
Cardiff castle on Friday 4th July - and got 
soaked! They behaved impeccably, despite hav-
ing to wear bin bags to shield themselves from 
the rain. They thoroughly enjoyed the perfor-
mance and will use their experience to help them 
with their understanding of one of Shakespeare’s 
most popular plays 
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Gwasanaeth Priodas      Marriage Ceremony   

Yet again students at Fitzalan High 
School enjoy their learning experi-
ence as they perform the Christian 
Marriage. However, this year has 
surpassed all others. Pupils wrote 
their own scripts , prepared their 
own props and conducted their own 
ceremonies. It has been fantastic to 
see pupils so motivated to learn, 
work together and be inspired to 
perform. William Yohanes certainly 
stole the show when he belted out 
Adel's top favourite 'Someone like 
you'. In fact the performance 
brought a tear to the eye. As all pu-
pils joined together in song to cele-
brate the occasion staff acknowl-
edged just how important it is for 
students to work together, explore 
new ideas and be creative. This is 
one aspect of religion they will nev-
er forget!  
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On 28th July, pupils from year 8 
experienced a different kind of art 
lesson when they worked with a vis-
iting artist whose own work is moti-
vated by social issues explored 
through sculptures and conceptual 
works. 
Using RESISTANCE: ASSIS-
TANCE umbrellas the pupils ex-
plored issue-based and text-based 
artistic concepts. Discussion took 
place in the classroom using newspa-
pers and their content to stimulate 
pupil's thoughts and ideas. 
Working as one group the pupils 
responded positively and deeply by 
choosing their own words to repre-
sent what they think is important to 
them today and created their own 
meaningful art installations. The 
final image is not only a word but is 
also in a form of a bridge, to repre-
sent 'working together'.  

Gweithdy Celf i’r mwy Abl a Thalentog Gorffennaf 
More Able and Talented Art Workshop 

 

On Friday 24th October, over 500 teaching and 
support staff within the Fitzalan cluster worked 
alongside each other with the aim of improving the 
quality of education within our community. It was 
an excellent opportunity for colleagues from all 10 
schools to share their expertise on our joint inset 
day. The day has proven very successful with ex-
cellent feedback from all those involved. We 
have appreciated all contributions that were made 
by workshop facilitators and willing participants in 
engaging dialogue. The Cluster Inset Day has 
shown a further example of the commitment of 
professionals within our cluster to continue to 
strive for the highest possible outcomes and most 
exciting opportunities for all our pupils.   

H.M.S. Clwstwr       Cluster Inset 
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Arlunydd a Ffotograffydd y Flwyddyn                    
Artist and Photographer of the year 

The Art department congratulates Fitzalan High School's 'Artist of Year' - Bahtaj Akhundzada, Year 7 and 'Photographer of the Year' 
Sara Szwarc, Year 10. Fantastic work!  

In the week leading up to Armistice 
Day all year groups in the school had 
an assembly about the importance of 
remembering those that have given 
their lives in the service of our country.  
Poppies were sold and proudly worn.  
On Armistice Day itself, we had a 
short wreath laying commemoration 
just before 11am with readings from 
Yousuf Bakshi (Year 9) and Ellis 
Young (Year 12) and a beautiful rendi-
tion of ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ 
by Livvy Forrest (Year 12).  Aneesa 
Aburras (Year 12) and Seren Dee 
(Year 7) laid the wreaths and they were 
accompanied by Johnathon Williams 
(Year 7) who was wearing the uniform 
of a First World War soldier.  We were 
planning to hold our commemoration 
alongside our replica First World War 
trench but unfortunately this wasn’t 
possible due to the poor weather.  
However, a wreath has been placed at 
the Fitzalan Remembrance Tree and 
also a special centenary wreath has 
been placed at the trench.  At 11am the 
school bell was rung and across the 
school all pupils and staff stopped and 
observed the two minute silence. 

Fitzalan yn Cofio               Fitzalan Remembers 
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Fitzalan pupils have continued to excel with over 85% achieving 5 A*-C grades.  
All the hard work has paid off and staff and students are delighted with the results of their efforts. Over a dozen pupils secured 8 or 
more A*s with our top boy Jack Cicero obtaining an impressive 12 A*s and our top girl Asia Dirie achieving 10 A*s. Umber Khan also 
did exceptionally well by achieving 6 A*s and 5As.   
Mrs Kemp, Assistant Head teacher would like to thank all staff for their incredible efforts throughout the year and we are looking for-
ward to another successful year.  

Canlyniadau Arholiadau TGAU  GCSE Exam Results
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Fitzalan pupils have continued to buck national trends by improving their A2 and AS results for the 4th year running. 
Over 92% of year 13 students secured 2 or more A* - E grades with pleasing results achieved at AS. 
The school is particularly delighted that their first ever Oxbridge applicant, Mohamed Eghleilib has secured his place at Pembroke Col-
lege, Oxford to study medicine by achieving an outstanding 4 A* grades in Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Arabic and Welsh Baccalaure-
ate (WBQ). 
Notable other successes were Head girl Laila Nazzal who achieved an A* in History and As in English, Psychology and WBQ as well 
as an A grade in AS Polish. She will now study International relations at Cardiff University. 
Andrew Boczek secured an A* in Biology as well as A grades in Chemistry, Maths and WBQ. 
Amongst the highest achievers at AS were Connie Wu who achieved an impressive 4 A grades along with Raihan Azad and Livvy For-
rest who both secured 3 A grades. 
Mrs Kemp, Assistant Headteacher stated that she is proud of all students and staff who have worked so hard to achieve these results, 
ensuring that Fitzalan High School continues to go from strength to strength. 
"I would like to wish all Year 13 students the very best of luck in the next stage of their educational journey".  

Canlyniadau Arholiadau UG a Lefel A 
AS & A2 Exam Results 
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Arddangosfa Flynyddol Celf a Ffotograffiaeth 
Annual Art & Photography Exhibition 2014 

The art department are proud to present examples 
of pupil artwork and photography from this year's 
A Level and AS level art groups, the GCSE art & 
design pupils and the GCSE photography pupils, 
2014. Well done to all pupils, the art department 
are very proud of your successes!  
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On 10th July 2014, Fitzalan High School marked the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War. Over recent months the 
history department, other staff volunteers, pupils and Matthew Ward of History Needs You had been working on a full size replica 
of a section of a First World War frontline trench. During our First World War Centenary Day, every pupil had the opportunity to 
visit the trench and meet a First World War 'Tommy'. Every department across the school worked really hard to produce wonder-
ful activities and lessons that related to the First World War. There were grisly facts in science, artefacts in English, work with 
statistics in maths (they produced a big pictogram of the casualties), First World War music in the music department, tissue paper 
poppies in art, postcards from the front in modern foreign languages, letters from the front in Welsh, war related maps in geogra-
phy, discussions about war in religious studies and in PE they talked about football during the First World War (and had a game). 
The design technology department had a VAD Dressing Station and they made poppies on wooden crosses, each inscribed with 
the name of a local soldier that died. We had two special assemblies and before the end of the day, every pupil and member of 
staff met in the Quad and held the poppies that they had made as an act of remembrance. We had lots of fun, learnt lots and there 
were some very poignant moments when we reflected on the tragedy of war. 
The history department would like to thank every member of staff and all the pupils for helping with and supporting what was a 
very memorable day.  
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On Tuesday morning shortly after midnight 15th July, 29 pupils and 3 staff departed from Fitzalan High School and headed down to 
the White Cliffs of Dover to board a Ferry.  After arriving in Calais, the group made their way to the centre of Paris to see the major 
sights; La tour Eiffel, L’arc de Triomphe, Le Champs d’Elysées, Place de la Concorde, Sacré Coeur, Le Stade et le Louvre.  A boat trip 
along the river Seine allowed everyone to take photographs of the Notre Dame, les tourists et même deux marriages! 
The evening was spent dining in ‘un restaurant’ and as the group were so tired after their action packed day, a good night sleep in com-
fortable hotel beds were most welcome.   Day two started with a hearty breakfast of croissant, pain au chocolat, thé, café and a jus d’or-
ange... delicieux!   
Le jour dans Disneyland était fantastique!  The children made friends with Mickey, Minnie, Rapunzel, Aladdin, Cinderella and many 
more.  They tackled the rides of Space Mountain, Indiana Jones, Big Thunder Mountain, Pirates of the Caribbean and Buzz Lightyear 
Laser Blast with courage and gusto. 
The children arrived back at Thursday morning full of happy memories, having used their knowledge of the French language and learnt 
so much more. Can we go again next year……SIL VOUS PLAÎT!!  If you would like to go July 2015, ask your language teacher for 
further details. 

Visite à Paris   
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 Cestyll Cas Gwent a Raglan 
Chepstow and Raglan Castles 
On Friday 13th June, the history depart-
ment took forty pupils to visit the cas-
tles at Chepstow and Raglan. The 
weather was fantastic and we had won-
derful day exploring and investigating 
these historic sites. Chepstow Castle is 
the earliest stone built castle in the UK 
and the pupils looked for evidence of 
how the castle had developed over time, 
from the earliest stone keep to the 17th 
century civil war defences. They also 
enjoyed spotting the Roman stones and 
tiles that the Normans incorporated into 
the buildings. Raglan Castle is a later 
structure and the pupils heard stories of 
the civil war siege which saw the de-
struction of what was actually a luxuri-
ous palace. They also enjoyed trying to 
spot the ghost who is rumoured to haunt 
the castle!  
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Gwobr Points of Lighgt     The Points of Light Award 

A Welsh PE teacher who volunteers as coach and team manager of the girls' under 18s national hockey team has won a Point of Light 
volunteering award, Prime Minister David Cameron has announced. 
Rebecca Daniels, from Burry Port, has won the new award after giving up her spare time to champion hockey at local, national and 
international level, helping hundreds of Welsh young people get involved in the sport over the years. 
The twenty-six year old Fitzalan High School teacher has been involved in hockey coaching for a decade, helping to set up the re-
nowned hockey fun centres in Llanelli, recruiting youth volunteers to keep the sport thriving and coaching Wales's most promising 
young players. A keen hockey player since her own school days, Rebecca was nominated by Sport Wales in 2012 to take part in the 
Olympic flame relay through Llanelli.  

The players produced a master class 
performance on 12th November 
against a spirited Cantonian side 
winning 8-0 in the league. Notable 
performances from Mustafa Ibrahim 
and Yussef Yahoo earned them men 
of the match. Keep up with all the 
sporting gossip at the Fitzalan PE 
twitter page.  
Fantastic sportsmanship was evident 

Fitzalan yn ennill  
Fitzalan Win 


